
 

Religious Education News 

12/09/18—Class.  Second set of service hours are due from Confirmandi./ Practice for the Epiphany Program  

12/16/18– Class.  Practice for the Epiphany Program  

12/23/18—NO CLASS...MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

12/30/18—NO CLASS...HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

01/06/19—Class.  Christmas / Epiphany Program at 5 PM.  Please join us and  celebrate this most wonderful 

season!   PEACE and Blessings—Ms. Susan 

 

From Maintenance to  

Mission 

 

Is our 3 year Parish renewal 

program.  In adoration—

worship, beliefs and teach-

ings and community.  Check 

calendar of events to help 

renew our Parish and Spir-

itual Life. 

 

Sunday Bible Readings                      

Meditate upon God’s 

Word,  

Today’s Readings:                  

Bar 5:1-9                                         

Phil. 1:4-6, 8-11                              

Luke 3:1-6                                     

Next Week: (12/16/18)                    

 Zep. 3:14-18                   

Phil 4:4-7                                   

Luke 3:10-18           

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
As we begin Advent we are called 
to “wait” in joyful anticipation for 

the grace of Christmas to one again 
bless our lives.  Wherever you live 
in our parish, there are poor fami-
lies within a short  distance of your 
own home…  When in need, they 
ring the rectory bell.  There are, in 

effect, ringing your doorbell.       
Your gift in the St. Vincent de Paul 

poor box will help the poor                         
celebrate the grace of God’s love 

this Christmas! 

               Mass Intentions—December 8th– December 15th                         
Saturday, December 8th– 4:00PM                       Craig Appel       
Sunday, December 9th-7:30AM                                              Anthony & Diane McCusker 
Sunday, December 9th-10:00AM     Parishioners of Ss. Peter & Patrick           
Monday, December 10th– 7:00PM         +Christopher Lane           
Tuesday, December 11th– 7:30AM              Fr. Alan Thomas 
Wed., December 12th– ** NO Mass**                  
Thursday, December 13th– 7:30AM       Anna Wilson 
Friday, December 14th—7:30AM                                                       Charles Gibson 
Saturday, December 15th —7:30AM                          +Cecilia MacCumbee 
Saturday, December 15th– 4:00PM              +Larry Messinis        

St. Peter  Catholic Church  + St. Patrick Catholic Church 

The Second Sunday of Advent- December 9, 2018 



Church Staff and Contacts 

Rev. John J. Lombardi:, Pastor                                   jlombardi7@verizon.net                                   301-678-6339                    
Deacon James L. Mason:  Permanent Deacon            jlmason75@comcast.net                       301-678-6604        
Ms. Susan L. Taylor:   Adm. of Religious Ed.               staylor301@aol.com                                           301-678-6761                                                              
Ms. Amanda Miller:    Office Manager          stpeterhancock@outlook.com                        301-678-6339 
Mr. Ian McAllister:  Parish Council President              ian.masterswoodshop@gmail.com                717-294-6401        

16 E. High St., Hancock, MD 21750               
Office  301-678-6339      Fax:  301-678-6608      stpeterhancock@outlook.com     www.sspeterpatrick.org   
Find us on Facebook @ St. Peter Catholic Church-St. Patrick Catholic Church– Mass is livestreamed each     

Sunday during the 10:00AM Mass.                                                  

Prayer Requests/ Pray For… 
+Daisy Fletcher, Gilbert Taylor, 

Stella Hickerson, +Whitney Breslin, 
Paul Jack Hofe, Kay Davidson, 

+Larry Messinis, Mario Pennisi, 
Belle Bales, Lot Blankley, +Joe Price, 

Jan Glascock, Neal Geary, John 
McCusker, Carolyn White, +Richard 

Zimmerman, Ralph Wiser, +Chet 
Fabijanski,  Bernard Ashkettle, 

+Rose Hudson, Peg Perry, Casey 
Bivens, +Linda McCusker, Diane 

Hakes, Ronnie McCusker…  
And in our military...Benjamin  

Yellott, Wesley Woolford, Kendra 
Appel,  Elizabeth Garmon, Colton 
Ashkettle, Sam Walker, Sean La         
Barbera, and Gabriella Voight…   

 

Upcoming Events     

Monday, Dec. 10th– Evening Prayer:  6:50PM- 7:00PM Mass / Rosary after Mass; RCIA begins at 
7:30PM                                                                    

Thursday, December 13th– Penance Service at St. Peter– 7:00PM    (See Insert)                                                                                                       

Sunday, December 16th– 4:30 PM Advent Vespers @ St. Peter’s.  Followed at 5:00pm by an  Ad-
vent                  Potluck dinner.  Bring your favorite dish and join fellow parishioners in celebrating.  
There is a sign up sheet in the back of church for you to RSVP how many will attend, and which 
main dish, side dish, or dessert you plan to bring.  St. Peter’s will provide the set up and drinks. 

Thursday, December 20th– 6:30PM– Youth Group     

Friday, December 21st– Christmas Caroling, 6:30PM 

Sunday, December 23rd– Missionaries of Charity in Wash. DC., Mass @ 3pm– depart St. Peter at 
1:00PM 

 

 

 

                         

 

  Weekly Offertory                                  
Weekly Total- $ 2,782.03 

~St. Peter and St. Patrick~                            

Loose Cash– $592.00            

Envelopes- $ 1,967.00               

Poor Box- $ 52.03                     

Utility Fund- $ 86.00                           

Christmas Flowers- $85.00   

~Attendance~                                  

170                         

Thank you for your                            

generosity! 

Reflections on the Second Sunday of Advent 

Straighten out! 
Crooked or Straight: which are you? When we sin—harm God or His people, we become “crooked”. When we re-
pent, we straighten out. 
In Sunday’s readings, we hear language of… 
“…And put on the beauty, and honor of that everlasting glory which thou hast from God.  God will clothe thee with 
the double garment of justice, and will set a crown on thy head of everlasting honor” (Bar.5:1-2).   We are called “to 
put on beauty and honor…” In other words, we are called to practice virtues rather than sinful actions in our daily 
lives.  
“Being confident of this very thing, that he, who hath begun a good work in you, will perfect it unto the day of Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 1: 6). We do not overcome sins or straighten up by ourselves alone, but it is God Who brings these just 
actions of overcoming sin to fruition: we are “team members” – we need God’s grace to help us.  
 
“As it was written in the book of the sayings of Isaiah the prophet: ‘A voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make straight his paths’” (Lk. 3:4) St. John the Baptist calls us to straighten out our lives—
from sin to salvation? How will you?  
 
Sin harms us. Our bad thoughts, words or deeds are sinful when we intentionally hurt God or others. They are venial 
when the matter (action or content) is  minor or “slight,”, and sins are mortal when they are serious in their matter, 
when we willfully and / or knowingly violate God’s Law, and they thus “spiritually kill” our souls.  
 
Advent is a time to straighten out our lives and overcome sins-so that we are truly prepared both for Christ’s BIrth-
Day (Christmas) and His returns in Glory (Second Coming) .  
Confession /Reconciliation is the spiritual process of healing the soul . We need to actually confess our sins (Jas. 5) 
so that we are accountable to someone and flow out our sins and bad intentions and do penance for  such. So, visu-
alize: a anger—your soul for Jesus to lie in, and take out the bad stray (confess, do penance) and put in good stray --
“put on beauty” and do virtuous deeds! See the Bulletin insert for a Meditation on The Ten Commandments for do-
ing a confession to straighten out your life. Remember this is about a relationship—and we want to please Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Friend!  
 
To Straighten out, we need… 
Knowledge of sins and virtues—do you have this? (See examine insert) –We first need know how we are doing 
wrong, and how to do better. Desire-we need the heartfelt emotion and feeling to change—and please God and 
others. Will-power—we need make the right choices for virtue and overcoming sin.  
 
“The Power of Habit: Why we do what we do in life and business” by Charles Duhigg. Upshot of this bestseller: in all 
kinds of good and bad habits we follow a certain path, or “loop”, usually: a cue, routine,  and reward. A cue might be 
seeing a gleaming smile on TV; the routine is to brush our teeth; the reward is having an attractive smile. There are 
negative cues-routines-rewards (gossip, lying or overeating) we may insert into this loop just described, and see 
how we may sometimes habitually give into sins by “bad cues” or “harmful rewards” . So: we always need a plan to 
overcome bad habits—and for good ones. What is yours?  
 

Advent Blessings + Father Jack Lombardi 

Christmas Mass Schedule:  

Christmas Eve 12/24, 
4:00PM, St. Peter and 

6:00PM, St. Patrick, L.O.; 
11:00PM, St. Peter. 

Christmas Day 12/25, 
9:00AM, St. Peter.  

 +++++++++++++++++++ 

Summer Pilgrimage Trip?: 
Are you interested to go to 

Israel-the Land of Jesus? Fr. 
Jack Lombardi may go, June 

2019, to do “The Jesus Trail”-a 
40 mile walk where Christ 

trod , thru Israel, Nazareth, 
Galilee, Capernaum, Mount of 
Beatitudes and Transfigura-
tion. As well as tour of holy 
sites in Jerusalem, the Holy 
Tomb of Jesus, the Wailing 

Wall and Stations of the 
Cross. Contact Office /FJL for 

details-interest! 


